BOOK CLUB KIT
Party like it’s 2004 with

the Brittanys!

BRITTANY ACKERMAN’S

Y2K PLAYLIST FOR THE BRITTANYS

Step back into the early 2000s with Brittany
Ackerman’s playlist inspired by her debut novel.
You can listen to the whole playlist here:
http://bit.ly/Brittanys
“Maps” by the Yeah Yeah Yeahs
“Only Time” by Enya
“…Baby One More Time” by Britney Spears
“I Want It That Way” by Backstreet Boys
“Barbie Girl” by Aqua
“The World at Large” by Modest Mouse
“Sink, Florida, Sink” by Against Me!
“Kiss Me” by Sixpence None the Richer
“Graduation (Friends Forever)” by Vitamin C
“Suburban War” by Arcade Fire
“Fire Island” by Fountains of Wayne
“Girl on TV” by LFO
“Spice Up Your Life” by Spice Girls

THE BRITTANYS FASHION GUIDE
Miss the fashion of the early aughts?
The five Brittanys have many thoughts on the best trends.

Brazilian Jeans

The Brittanys loved to wear this stylish denim at their no-parent
parties and any other special social event.
This was the kind of occasion we wore jeans to, tight Brazilian jeans
decorated with holes and embroidery that laced all the way up the thigh,
with a nice top, our hair straightened by our regulation flat irons (pg. 3).

Choker Necklaces

Freshmen were not allowed to wear choker necklaces at
the Brittanys’ prep school, but the Sophomores had a little more freedom
with their wardrobe. A choker is a go-to accessory from the early 2000s.
When you get to sophomore year, you’re allowed to wear the striped
shirts. Another year until we can wear the blue and white striped polo with
a khaki skirt, straighten our hair and adorn ourselves in the same Tiffany
choker with a heart charm and Birkenstock slides that every sophomore
wears. We can’t wait (pg. 15).

Designer Purses

A designer purse was an absolute must to stay on trend in the early aughts.
If the logo was printed in a pattern covering the entire bag? Even better!
In the morning I help her unwrap her gifts: a set of nail polishes in an
assortment of Christmas colors, a new straightening iron, a gift
card to Sephora, and a Coach purse just like Rosenberg’s but
white. Kenzie has it, too, in black (pg. 98).

JanSport Backpacks

When wearing a school uniform, a backpack makes
a real fashion statement. The Brittanys loved
JanSports, a classic choice.
She never actually packs but simply shoves all her
things into her navy blue JanSport and calls it a day.
I have a red JanSport—we bought them together before
sixth grade. It was a whole ordeal, picking them out at Target.
I obviously wanted a feminine color, but Jensen wouldn’t let me get
purple or pink, and she wanted brown, the worst color ever (pg. 34).

THE BRITTANYS
BRITTANY ACKERMAN

DISCUSSION GUIDE
Bursting with bittersweet nostalgia, The Brittanys is a funny,
poignant, perfectly voiced debut that brilliantly captures what it’s
like to be a teenage girl.
“The Brittanys shimmers with the everyday incandescence of youth. . . .
For anyone who was once a teenager—this book is for you.”
—Kimberly King Parsons, author of Black Light

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1.

The novel revolves around a group of seven friends, five of whom are
named Brittany. Are the other two girls, Kenzie and Leigh, outsiders
in any way? Does the multitude of Brittanys suggest anything about
the novel’s themes?

2.

Early in the book, the narrator says that she and her “best friend out
of all the best friends,” Brittany Jensen, “knew” they were magic and
could “make things happen just by thinking” (pg. 5). Does this
belief turn out to be justified? Why does the author include this at
the beginning of the story?

3.

The girls come from financially comfortable backgrounds, yet there
are suggestions that they have mixed feelings about it. The narrator
says, “I think Jensen gets embarrassed by the money her parents
have,” (pg. 8) and later states, “We have everything we don’t need,
and we hate telling outsiders that we go to a prep school” (pg. 52).
How might their wealth affect their outlook on themselves
and the world?

4.

The quest for candy on Halloween is juxtaposed with quests for
sex and drugs. Are there other scenes that contain similar
contrasts? What does this suggest about the characters, and
about the nature of adolescence?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (Continued)
5.

How does the author’s inclusion of italicized flash-forward narration
throughout the book affect your perspective and experience of the
story? By using this technique, is the author making a point about
the relationship between the past and the present in our lives?

6.

Despite not enjoying her first intimate experience with Brody very
much, the narrator says immediately afterward that she might want
to lose her virginity to him. Why might she react this way,
considering the circumstances?

7.

The “special sacred area” at the home of Jensen’s grandparents
sparks a yearning in the narrator, whose family is not especially
religious (pg. 54). Do you think this represents a spiritual impulse
or a reaction to the materialism in her community? Likewise, does
the narrator’s focus on boys reflect a desire for sex, love, or both?

8.

The flash-forward narration informs us that the narrator never
shared the “Brody fiasco” with her best friend (pg. 72). Was this a
turning point in their relationship?

9.

What are some of the rites of passage the characters experience
or discuss? Are these events portrayed more as meaningful or
as painful?

10.

Jensen’s intoxicated mother ridicules Jensen’s appearance during
their backyard barbecue, and shortly thereafter Jensen treats the
narrator with hostile aggression. Why does she direct anger toward
her friend rather than toward her mother?

11.

The narrator expresses a lot of concern about what others think of
her. How common do you feel this self-consciousness is for someone
her age, and how does it affect her relationships with others? Does it
lead to good decisions or bad decisions in her day-to-day life?

12.

Why do you think that Rosenberg demands that her friends jump
into the pool? Why does the narrator go along with it?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (Continued)
13.

After her fight with Jensen, the narrator starts spending
more time with the other girls in the group. How does
this ultimately affect her relationship with her best friend,
in either a positive or a negative way?

14.

What role does the narrator’s mother play in the story, and in her
daughter’s life? Does she make any mistakes as a parent? How does
she compare to the other parents who appear in the book?

15.

Does the narrator’s brief conversation with Amber, whom she
considers out of her league socially, make her see the world
differently? If so, why?

16.

The narrator views her older brother with both affection and
rivalry. How does her relationship with him change over the course
of the story?

